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(Medical Chronicle, Manchester, Oct. 1886) these various methods are men¬ 
tioned, and several new plans, which the author had found valuable, added. 
In regard to tho application of an ointment tho uselessness of simply rubbing 
it over the surface compared to tho correct method of application by spread¬ 
ing upon muslin and binding down to the parts is casually rcfcired to. Ilcbra 
insisted upon this latter method of applying almost nil ointments, and 
although its greater efficacy is admitted, it is only exceptionally practised. 

Tho introduction.by Uiina of the medicated salvo “mulls,” and tho gutta¬ 
percha plaster, was an important innovation. The former aro prepared, ns 
is now tolerably well known, by incorporating tho medicinal substances with 
a firm basis, usually of benzoated lard and suet; this is spread upon mull, and 
is kept ready for application. The gutta-percha plaster, made of gutta-percha 
faced with 60 iuc adhesive substance containing tho desired medicament, tho 
wholo of which is backed with muslin, is moro elegant than tho salvo mull, 
but is, unfortunately, expensive. 

The author has devised another method, a modification of the above, but 
much more simple and less costly. Tho medicament is made up with a still’ 
basis in tho form of a stick of cosmetic, the basis composed of wax, cocoa 
butter and oil. This when rubbed on tho skin leaves a thin coating which is 
scarcely perceptible, and yet satisfactory. If applied to covered parts, a piece 
of impermeable adhesive plaster sufficiently large to overlap the ointment, 
may bo placed over it, so ns to protect tho clothing, and keep tho application 
from shifting. The author has found that this method in tho treatment of 
psoriasis is better than that by traumnticin as advised by Auspitz. 

As an impermeable back for hard ointments Ilrooko finds a gutta-percha 
tissuo affixed to a thin, smooth piece of paper which had been permeated by 
gum-water, tolerably satisfactory. As it is not very pliable, bandaging is 
necessary when applied about joints. 

Another useful basis consists of a mixture of equal parts of almoml oil and 
thick gum-water. When rubbed into tho skin it soon dries and forms a 
thin coating. In eczema, this oil-gum with 15 to 20 per cent, of salicylic 
acid is often serviceable. Tho same combination is valuable also, as nil aux¬ 
iliary, in lupus. Tho oil-gum, with 10 per cent, of pyrognllic acid, applied 
to patches of psoriasis, acts favorably. Tho deficient adhesiveness of tho 
gelatine preparation may, Brooke suggests, bo overcome by tho addition of 
gum. The compound tincture of benzoin, as suggested by Taylor, of New 
York, is also a valuable means of applying medicaments to the skin. The 
application of tar, in the form of a tincture, a well-known method, forms a 
smooth protective covering; and may, in fact, bo used as a vehicle for other 
drugs. 

Chloride of Calcium in Scrofuloderma. 

In addition to other a fleet ions of a scrofulous nature, Dr. It. W. Criohton, 
of Edinburgh ( rraclilioncr , September, 1885), has hud good ©fleets from tho 
administration of calcium chloride, in enlargement and suppuration of the 
cervical lymphatic glands, and in cases in which tho overlying skin has bc- 
coino ulcerated and shares in tho destructive process (scrofuloderma). To 
children tho doso varies from ono to several grains, according to tho ago; to 
adults tho doso is much larger, twclvo to fifteen grains. A prcfcrcnco is ex- 
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pressed for tho crystallized chloride of calcium, as the anhydrous salt has an 
unpleasant taste and forms a turbid solution. It is best given in milk, and 
after meals. 

Treatment of Ringworm of the Scalp. 

Dr. A. J. Harrison (Brit. Med. Journal , Sept. 5, 1885), in a paper read 
before tho British Medical Association, advises tho treatment of ringworm 
patches of tho scalp with an alkaline solution, preferably liquor potassra, 
containing in every ounco a half drachm of potassium iodide, subsequently 
applying an aqueous solution of corrosivo sublimate, three grains to the 
ounce. Tho liquor potassra softens and dissolves tho hairs, and carries tho 
potassium iodide to the root, and also facilitates thorough penetration of tho 
corrosive sublimato solution. Reaction takes placo within the follicle, bin- 
iodide of mercury—a powerful pareiticide—is formed, which proves destruc¬ 
tive to tho fungus. The hair should bo clipped short before beginning treat¬ 
ment. Tho method is claimed to overcomo tho chief obstacle to successful 
treatment of ringworm of the scalp, namely, tho difficulty of bringing tho 
parasiticide in contact with the fungus in the hairs and hair-follicles. 
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Erysipelas of tiie Face in the IIusrand, with Recovery ; Puerperal 
Septicemia in the Wife, Followed by Death. 

Tho coincidence of erysipelas and of what was designated formerly under 
the generic name of puerperal fever has been often observed in hospital and 
private practice. Without wishing to prejudge tho question of complcto 
identity, tho following observation by Dr. Ambroibe Guiciiard (Arch, de 
Ibcologie, July, 1886, p. G21) seems to demonstrate tho contagiousness of tho 
husband's erysipelas to tho wife, who had been but lately confined and was 
seized three days after delivery with puerperal septiercmia, or what might be 
called “ utcrino erysipelas.” 

Mrs. D., aged twenty-soven, wife of a railway stoker, was delivered for the 
fourth timoon Jan. 17,1885; tlio three preceding confinements had been per¬ 
fectly normal. The fourth labor was normal and very rapid, tho child being 
born before the arrival of tho midwife, who had only to extract the placenta, 
which was lying in tho vagina. Tho patient was left in chargo of a relative, who 
allowed her to remnin in the soiled linen and did not wash or otherwiso clean 
her. On tho 20th of January the patient was taken with shivering, chattering 
of tho teeth, fever, diarrhoea, tenderness of tho abdomen, suppression of tho 
lochia, and was half delirious. Things grow rapidly worao in spite of anti¬ 
septic injections, quinine, and other remedies; the temperature ran high, 



